Challenge 1 Market (Coal)
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The UK used to produce the majority of the coal it consumed. In 1980 100 million tons were produced and only 7½ million imported. Production declined rapidly in the 1980s after a pit closure programme. Imports rose steadily and in 2001 the UK became a net importer of coal for the first time. 35 million tons were imported and only 32½ million produced. In 2005 44million tons were imported and 20½ million produced.
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Power stations are currently the main consumer of coal in the UK (85%). Since 1997 they have consumed more coal than has been produced annually in the UK. The shortfall has been filled by imports. Electricity generation by coal has been increasing at the expense of gas since 2000 due to price. In 2005 about two thirds of the coal used for electricity and over 90% used by other consumers has been imported.
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/+/http://www.berr.gov.uk/files/file43926.pdf
Picture of Hucknall No 2 Colliery

http://www.aditnow.co.uk/photo/Hucknall-no1-and-no2-Coal-Colliery-Archive-Album-Image-011/
Picture of Drax power station

http://www.eriding.net/media/photos/environment/power/coal/090407_rfoster_mp_env_power_coal_drax.jpg
Challenge 2 Advantages and Disadvantages of Being an Employee

An employee is given tasks. They are not responsible for the success or failure of the business. They receive an agreed wage for an agreed number of hours. If extra hours are required they receive extra payment.
Someone self employed has to find their own work. They are directly responsible for their own success or failure. They need to work whatever hours are necessary. They receive whatever money they earn. They are financially liable if their business fails.
 An employee does not have to worry about paying the correct amount of tax and national insurance contributions because their employer does this for them.
A self employed person must do this for themselves.

An employee is entitled to benefits such as paid holiday, sick pay, maternity leave and unemployment benefit if they lose their job.
A self employed person does not have these entitlements.

In short there is much more risk and uncertainty if you are self employed but the rewards could be much greater if you are successful.
http://www.sfla.co.uk/employment/self-employed.htm
Challenge 3 How the Music Industry Has Been Affected By Changing Technology
Juke boxes played singles. These were a 7inch piece of vinyl with one song on each side playing at 45rpm. Singles were gradually overtaken by LPs. These were 12inch pieces of vinyl containing many songs. Juke boxes became less popular. FM radio became more widespread. Lots of home stereo systems were sold resulting in improved sonic standards.
The Sony Walkman offered high quality stereo in a portable device. As a result cassettes started to take over from vinyl. Then CDs took over from cassettes. Later still music was downloaded from the internet both legally and illegally.
The music industry faces a major challenge to adapt the new market conditions which have resulted from technological change. They need to find ways to keep making money and protect their copyright.
http://www.associatedcontent.com/article/8420/technological_changes_in_the_music.html?cat=33
