Istorija

I would like to introduce you to Istorija a camera which is capable of photographing the past.
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The name is the Serbian word for history. I wanted a mysterious sounding but relevant name so I looked up the word for history in a number of European languages. The following list is what I found:
Danish       historie

Estonian    ajalugu

Finnish      historia

Hungarian történelem

Polish        historia

Serbian      istorija
I liked the look of the Serbian word best – it looks fit for purpose.
The camera works by a controlled reduction of the speed of light entering the camera. This is cutting edge technology so the details of how this is achieved cannot be revealed. World wide patents have been applied for. It is very easy to use. All you need to do is set the required date and time in the on screen menu. Pictures are only available in sepia at the moment. This is a result of the process used to slow down the light.
There have been requests to include the option of photographing the future. However this does not appear to be possible. This would require the speed of light to be increased and that would contradict Einstein’s Theory of Relativity.
There are a number of ethical issues concerning the production of the Istorija which need to be addressed. I shall mention them but I do not have the answers – they need to be properly debated.
There are major concerns over the sources of the raw materials. The two main sources of the vital metal are Belarus and Antarctica.
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The president of Belarus is Alexander Lukashenko who has been called Europe’s last dictator. The media is tightly controlled. He wins landslide victories in rigged elections. Opponents are harassed, imprisoned, tortured and some even disappear. If you buy the metal from Belarus you are helping keep this regime in power.
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There would be major environmental concerns about industrial scale metal extraction in Antarctica. It is banned by the Protocol on Environmental Protection to the Antarctic Treaty. This was signed in 1991 by the signatories to the original 1959 Antarctic Treaty. Additionally there would be major technical and transportation problems.

So the ethical price of producing your new toy would be either damaging the planet and breaking international treaties or having blood on your hands! 

There are also ethical question marks over the market for Istorija. A major source of interest has been from police forces around the world. They see it as a useful tool for solving crime by photographing scene of the crime at the relevant time. Some of the police forces who have indicated a willingness to place large orders have appalling human rights records.
