Spinning Top Films are a York based company who make films. They had a stand at Venturefest Yorkshire 2011. This is how I became aware of them. 
The company is run by Colin and Dee Nuttall. Colin is a television cameraman with 25 years experience. They do their own filming and editing. If a job requires skills they do not have such as 3D animation they get outside help.
They produce films which are suitable for broadcast, DVD or web. The most basic package produces a web video from a half day shoot. The price is £500 + vat.
The next level offers a whole day shoot and possibly more sophisticated post production. The result is suitable for web or DVD and the price is £600 - £1500 + vat.

Top of the range includes techniques such as camera tracking moves, time lapse sequences and artistic shot creation. Their speciality is shooting high definition images with the Canon 5D mk11 digital stills camera. The results are broadcast quality and the price begins at £1500 + vat.
Their clients include big names such as UEFA, Sky Sports and BBC. They have also done projects for local clients such as Askham Bryan College. In fact they are keen to do more local work as they have a young family and wish to cut down the amount of travelling. Examples of their work can be found on Vimeo.

All the above information about Spinning Top Films was taken from their excellent uncluttered website.

I will be self employed after completing this course. I would like to make videos especially for the theatre. I hope to use my work with Castaway Goole to help me achieve this. There does not seem to be any company doing this type of work within suitable commuting distance. This must be seen as an opportunity.
There are advantages and disadvantages to being self employed. Advantages include working from home and flexible hours. Disadvantages include uncertain workload (no work no pay) and increased bureaucracy (e.g. tax returns). 

If you are self employed you have to find your own work. Personal contacts will be important. I will need a company name, logo, website, etc. Social media will be important e.g. Vimeo.
I will need to know where I can get assistance if a project requires skills I do not have. For example I know nothing about 3D animation but I know someone who does.

It will be important to know how to make a pricing structure. If it is too expensive clients will choose somewhere more realistic. If it is ridiculously cheap this would infer a lack of quality. I would look at he prices charged by similar businesses together with the standard of their work and set my prices accordingly. I would undercut by a small amount because I am new and unknown. It is important to have at least one skill in your chosen area where you excel. I would like mine to be stop frame animation.
A part time job will be required until the business becomes well established. It will be important to keep working on my skills. The learning process never ends.
